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then in the woods surrounding Sochors. All the com-
manders of those small units, though little informed and
deprived of orders, knew how to initiate undertakings
by which they intervened happily in the action.

The front of combat which was taken up at the end
of this first act of the struggle was obviously a con-
siderable one in view of the troops available (one
brigade, one battery, one cavalry regiment).

Its length from Sochors to the southern outskirt of
the Waldchen was 2500 yards. It was 3700 yards
from Sochors to the southern outskirt of Wysokow.
Moreover, the half-battalions were mixed up with each
other; regiments existed no longer; the officers scarcely
managed to reorganise the half-battalions on the
ground. The whole reserve available was but one
half-battalion.

None the less circumstances explain and vindicate
the dispositions taken.

If the whole ground had not been held, the army corps
would not have found, on arriving, the space necessary
for its deployment. Besides, by thus acting, the enemy
was deceived as to the Prussian brigade's weakness.

Artillery goes into action from the start of the affair,
the 1st battery begins fighting at the same time as the
battalion. When it finds that its position is endangered
by the Austrian infaiftry fire, it withdraws and takes
up another position, where it is joined by the 2nd
battery of the advance guard; both batteries fight on
there without respite, thus increasing the steadiness and
the power of the infantry. Cavalry, since it cannot
immediately act, remains near by, as a permanent
threat to the enemy.

THE USE OE FIRE IN THIS ACTION

The first attempt of the Austrians was stopped by
the fire from the first Prussian line reinforced by its
supports.

They again attacked. The attacking body con-
sisted, this time, of certain columns in the 1st line,
three battalions in close formation on the 2nd line,
plus one battalion attacking in flank. The Prussian
battalion was not disturbed by this imposing order.